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Drinking and Drug Issues for Students in the
Study Abroad Program at Roger Williams University
Alcohol and drug use are the major causes of heath problems, injury and death for students in Study Abroad Programs.  Students need to be aware that they are in a different culture with different laws regarding drinking and drugs.  Certain circumstances are often not properly comprehended due to language and cultural differences. Alcohol and drug use can further affect judgment of dangerous situations.
When students are overseas they are subject to the laws for that country.  In many countries legal procedures are very different from those in United States.  U.S. citizenship does not provide immunity from local jurisdiction.
Differences in procedures often include:

· Bail not being granted when drugs are involved 

· Evidence obtained illegally by local authorities may be admissible in court 

· The prisoner does not have the right to be present in trial

Alcohol
The attitude toward alcohol in some countries is much different than in the United States. Europe is often thought of as being more liberal when it comes to drinking age laws. Many believe that this accounts for more responsible styles of drinking by Europeans compared to young people in the United States Although drinking in some countries is a part of the social experience excessive drinking or drunken behavior is often not acceptable.  In fact, public drunkenness is illegal in most areas.

Blood alcohol content (BAC) is the amount of alcohol present in your blood.  The legal BAC limit varies between countries.  
Minimum Legal Ages for Alcohol 
Blood Alcohol Content Comparison

Purchase and Consumption  


	Country 
	Minimum Age

	Australia 
	18

	Belize
	18

	England
	18

	Greece
	18

	Ireland
	18

	Italy
	16

	Mexico
	18

	Portugal 
	18

	Prague
	18

	Spain
	16

	United States
	21

	Country 
	Legal BAC

	Australia 
	.05

	Belize
	.08

	England
	.08

	Greece
	.05

	Ireland
	.08

	Italy
	.08

	Mexico
	n/a

	Portugal 
	.05

	Prague
	Zero Tolerance

	Spain
	.05

	United States
	.10 or .08


Drug use while studying abroad can carry harsh consequences: 

You can be stopped and searched if the police have reasonable suspicion that you are in possession of an illegal drug.

If a student is caught buying, selling, carrying or using any type of illegal substance, they could face the following consequences:

-Interrogation and delays before trial including mistreatment and solitary confinement.

- Lengthy trials conducted in a foreign language, with delays and postponements

-Two years to life in prison, often including heavy fines and hard labor.

If arrested on a drug charge, the U.S. cannot:


-Demand your immediate release from the country or from jail


-Represent you at a trial


-Pay legal fees and/or fines with U.S. government funds

Important facts regarding drug laws:

· If you are purchasing prescription medications in quantities larger than necessary, you could be arrested on suspicion of drug trafficking.
· Always keep prescription and non prescription medicines in their containers

· Drugs bought legally in one country can not be carried to another country.  For example, marijuana bought in Amsterdam can not be brought to Italy.


Tips for staying safe when studying abroad:

· Be aware of potential scams: people seeming to come from nowhere and bumping into you- this could be only to distract you while your wallet is being removed

· Be cautious when using public transportation especially when crowded. Always report an unattended package.

· Avoid deserted streets, subways, train and bus stops.

· Always try to stay where there are other people close by

· Make sure you know something about areas and neighborhoods you visit at night

· Walk in a confident and purposeful manner

· Do not expose large amounts of cash in public

· Keep your possessions in firm grasp – carry your passport with you
· Do not leave any luggage or valuables in plain view as it might be attractive to thieves
· Always let someone know when and where you are going and leave emergency contact information
Have Fun …Be Safe
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